
  Medium Term Plan – Potions 

Intended Outcome of Topic 

Children will enter the ‘Annual Potion Discovery Prize’ and they will create their own potions by mixing solids and liquids 

together. They will design and create a potion for a purpose of their choice and create an advertising campaign and presentation 

in groups and a winner will be chosen.  

SMSC Links 

• experience the joy of discovery  

• respond with a sense of awe and wonder at scientific discoveries  

• see the need to draw conclusions using observation and evidence rather than preconception or prejudice  

• recognise how the formation of opinion and the justification of decisions can be informed by experimental evidence  

• consider the lives, writings and influence of inspirational figures from the past  

• learn about the historical roots of our own culture 

 

Subject Week beginning 6.1.20 Week beginning 13.1.20 Week beginning 20.1.20 Week beginning 27.1.20 Week beginning 

3.1.20 

Week beginning 10.1.20 

Engage/ 

Develop/ 

Innovate/ 

Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 

Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ 

Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express Engage/ Develop/ 

Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express 

English Genre: Story settings 

and fantasy 

 

Text: Alice in 

Wonderland  

 

Phase of writing: 

Reading, speaking and 

listening 

 

Focus: in reading and 

English lessons, children 

will read and watch 

Alice in wonderland, 

focussing the fantasy 

settings and the affects 

these have on the 

characters.  

 

Objectives: 

-understand how through 

detail writers create 

imaginary worlds and 

build up an impression 

of an unfamiliar place. 

- understand how 

settings affect 

characters’ behaviour. 

- collect evidence from 

stories to build up a 

picture of a setting 

 

Grammar:  

-synonyms, antonyms  

- identify and use 

prepositions to describe 

location.   

- distinguishing personal 

pronouns e.g. I, you, 

him, it and possessive 

pronouns, e.g. my, yours, 

hers 

Genre: Story settings and fantasy 

 

Text: Alice in Wonderland and other fantasy 

story settings  

 

Phase of writing: speaking and listening, writing 

 

Focus: the children will continue to read Alice in 

Wonderland in their reading sessions and 

compare the story settings and characters with 

other fantasy settings including Narnia (The Lion, 

The Witch and The Wardrobe), The Shire (The 

Hobbit) and Hogwarts (Harry Potter) 

 

Objectives: 

- evaluate a variety of settings, form and justify 

preferences 

- compare and contrast settings across a range of 

stories 

- make predictions about how characters will 

behave in such a setting 

- give reasons for opinions. 

 

Grammar:  

- use a wider range of adverbs/adverbials and 

conjunctions 

- identify and use prepositions to describe 

location.   

-explore the use of expanded noun phrases 

-use figurative language including similes, 

metaphors and personification  

 

Genre: Story settings and 

fantasy 

 

Text: Alice in Wonderland 

and other fantasy story 

settings 

 

Phase of writing: planning 

writing  

 

Focus: children will create 

their own fantasy story 

setting (linked with art) and 

plan and begin to write a 

story which is set here.   

 

Objectives:  

- Plan to write in order to 

understand and learn from 

its structure, vocabulary 

and grammar 

- use adverbs and 

conjunctions to establish 

cohesion within paragraphs. 

- visualise the setting to 

help describe key details. 

-develop use of settings in 

own stories by making use 

of:  adjectives; appropriate 

nouns; adverbs and 

figurative language 

 

Grammar:  

- use a wider range of 

adverbs/adverbials and 

conjunctions 

-mark fronted adverbials 

with a comma 

- identify and use 

prepositions to describe 

location.   

-explore the use of 

expanded noun phrases 

Genre: Story settings and fantasy 

 

Text: Alice in Wonderland and other 

fantasy story settings 

 

Phase of writing: writing and 

evaluating  

 

Focus: children will finish writing 

their own story and story settings. 

They will then spend time editing, 

improving and re-drafting their 

stories to create a fantasy story 

booklet (linked with art) which they 

will read to their reading buddies in 

year 1.   

 

Objectives: 

- identify the intended audience  

-revise and redraft to bring work to a 

presentational standard. 

-suggest changes to grammar and 

vocabulary to improve writing 

-assess the effectiveness of own and 

others’ writing and suggest 

improvement 

 

Grammar:  

-use a wider range of 

adverbs/adverbials and conjunction 

-use of comma to mark fronted 

adverbials 

-use verb tenses with increasing 

accuracy in speaking and writing 

-distinguishing personal pronouns e.g. 

I, you, him, it and possessive 

pronouns, e.g. my, yours, hers 

 

 

Genre: Poetry 

 

Text: The 

Jabberwocky, The 

Crocodile, The Mock 

Turtle’s Song and 

other poems by Lewis 

Carroll  

 

Phase of writing: 

reading and speaking 

and listening 

 

Focus: children will 

read a range of Lewis 

Carroll poems, sorting 

their features and 

critically comparing 

them. They will look 

at the difference 

between structured 

and free verse poems.  

 

Objectives:  

-present points to 

others in a clear and 

concise manner 

-compare and contrast 

poems on similar 

themes, particularly 

their form and 

language, discussing 

personal responses 

and preferences 

-explore and review 

popular poets 

-understand how the 

use of expressive and 

descriptive language 

can, e.g. create moods, 

arouse expectations 

Genre: Poetry 

 

Text: The Jabberwocky, The Crocodile, The Mock Turtle’s 

Song and other poems by Lewis Carroll  

  

Phase of writing: planning and writing and evaluating  

 

Focus: children will write their own poem inspired by one of 

the Lewis Carroll poems. They will then evaluate and publish 

these.  

Objectives: 

-write poems based on personal or imagined experience, linked 

to poems read 

-understand the following terms: verse, chorus, couplet, stanza, 

rhyme, rhythm, alliteration 

-edit and revise e.g. deleting words, adding words, changing 

words, reorganising words and lines, experimenting with 

figurative language to produce polished poetry 

 

Grammar:  

-identify and collect brief phrases and words, experiment by 

trimming or extending phrases 

-experiment with synonyms and shades of meaning to change 

the meaning and or exaggerate 

-consider the use of prepositional phrases to add detail 

-consider the use and regularity of pronouns to avoid repetition 

of the object/subject 
 

 

 

 



 

-use figurative language 

including similes, 

metaphors and 

personification  

 

-identify different 

patterns of rhyme and 

verse in poetry, e.g. 

choruses, rhyming 

couplets, alternate line 

rhymes and to read 

these aloud effectively 

  

Grammar:  

-consider the use of 

prepositional phrases 

to add detail 

-consider the use and 

regularity of pronouns 

to avoid repetition of 

the object/subject 

 

Spelling Focus: adding suffixes 

beginning with vowel 

letters to words with 

more than one syllable  

‘-ing’ ‘-er’ 

Focus: adding suffixes beginning with vowel 

letters to words with more than one syllable  

‘-ed ‘-en’ 

Focus: the ‘g’ sound spelt 

‘gu’ 

 

Focus: year 3 and 4 spelling words Focus: words with 

endings ‘ture’ 

Focus: year 3 and 4 spelling words 

Reading Focus: Alice in 

Wonderland 

Focus: Alice in Wonderland Focus: Alice in Wonderland Focus: Alice in Wonderland Focus: Alice in 

Wonderland 

Focus: Alice in Wonderland  

Maths Focus based on White 

Rose Scheme: 

Multiplication & 

Division 

WALT:  

Recall and use 

multiplication and 

division facts for 

multiplication tables up 

to 12 × 12. 

Use place value, known 

and derived facts to 

multiply and divide 

mentally, including: 

multiplying by 0 and 1; 

dividing by 1; 

multiplying together 

three numbers. 

Recognise and use factor 

pairs and commutativity 

in mental calculations. 

• 11 and 12 times 

table 
• Multiplying 3 

numbers 
• Factor Pairs 
• Efficient 

multiplication 

Focus based on White Rose Scheme: Multiplication & 

Division 

WALT: 

Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one digit 

number using formal written layout. 

Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including 

using the distributive law to multiply two-digit numbers by 

one-digit, integer scaling problems and harder 

correspondence problems such as n objects are connected to 

m objects. 

• Written methods of multiplication 
• Multiplying 2 digits by 1 digit 
Multiplying 3 digits by 1 digit 

Focus based on White Rose 

Scheme: Multiplication & 

Division 

WALT: 

Solve problems involving 

multiplying and adding, 

including using the distributive 

law to multiply two-digit 

numbers by one-digit, integer 

scaling problems and harder 

correspondence problems such 

as n objects are connected to m 

objects. 

• Divide 2 digits by 1 

digit 
• Divide 3 digits by 1 

digit 
• Correspondance 

problems 

Focus based on 

White Rose Scheme: 

Area 

WALT: 

Find the area of 

rectilinear shapes by 

counting squares. 

• What is area? 
• Counting 

squares 
• Making shapes 
• Comparing 

area 
 

Focus based on 

White Rose Scheme: 

Fractions 

WALT: 

Recognise and show, 

using diagrams, 

families of common 

equivalent fractions. 

• What is a 

fraction? 
• Equivalent 

fractions 
 

 

Focus based on White Rose Scheme: Fractions 

WALT: 

Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths 

arise when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing 

tenths by ten. 

Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 

Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to 

calculate quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, 

including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole 

number. 

• Fractions greater than 1 
• Count in fractions 

Add 2 or more fractions 

Science 

Unit: States of 

Matter 

WALT understand that 

water exists in three 

different states of 

matter 

*List states of matter 

**Identify and group 

solids, liquids and gases 

WALT investigate the effect of temperature on 

drying washing 

* Recall what the melting and boiling point of 

water is. 

** Compare the effects of temperature on 

different materials.  

*** Investigate the effect of temperature by 

carrying out the drying test. 

WALT understand 

dissolving and diluting 

Outcome: to explore 

diluting and dissolving 

* I know what diluting and 

dissolving means. 

WALT understand evaporation 

and condensation 

Outcome: Explain how evaporation 

and condensation works as a 

process. 

* Describe that evaporation is when a 

liquid changes to a gas and 

WALT understand 

the water cycle 

*I can explain the 

stages of the water 

cycle 

**I can describe what 

happens at each stage 

WALT explore the differences and similarities between 

freezing and melting materials 

* Describe that freezing is when a liquid changes to a 

solid and melting is when a solid changes to a liquid. 

** Describe that sublimation is when a solid changes to a 

gas and deposition is when a gas changes to a solid.   



***Describe the 

arrangement of particles 

in each state of matter 

** I can describe what 

happens during diluting and 

dissolving 

*** I can explain some 

examples of diluting and 

dissolving in everyday life. 

Outcome: To design a 

comparative fair test which 

explore liquids and solids      

*I can set up for a fair test.  
**I can observe changes 

which take place during a 

test. 

*** I can evaluate the 

results of the fair test 

condensation is when a gas changes 

to a liquid. 

** Illustrate what is happening to the 

particles when something condenses 

and evaporates.    

*** Explain how the rate of 

evaporation is different in different 

materials. 

Describe and explains findings from 

an evaporation investigation. 

* Conduct the investigation, using 

resources accurately and safely. 

** Predict the results of the 

investigation. 

*** Evaluate the results of the 

investigation. 

***I can explain the 

water cycle process 
*** Illustrate what is happening to the particles when 

something freezes and melts.   
 

Computing WALT use software to 

accomplish given goals, 

presenting information 

Pupils will use Google 

Slides to create a label 

for the potion they have 

designed, using a 

combination of text and 

images. 

WALT use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs 

Scratch maths quiz – selection 

Pupils will create a maths quiz in Scratch and learn about selection. In this activity selection 

allows the flow of the program to be altered depending on the player’s answers to questions. 

Initially pupils will use an ‘If… then…’ selection command to make their quiz respond ‘Well 

done’ when the player answers correctly. Pupils then move on to using an ‘If…then… else…’ 

command so the program will also give the correct answer when the player gets an answer 

wrong. 

 

 WALT design, write 

and debug programs 

that accomplish 

specific goals 

Barefoot computing: 

Bug in the water 

cycle. 

Safer Internet Day 2020 

Geography  

 

 WALT: compare different 

geographical locations. 

 

Children to look into 

treatments around the world 

for a common ailment such 

as the cold. Why is this 

different around the world? 

 

Recap continents – north 

and south hemisphere. 

 

Does economic 

development of a country 

affect the medicine 

available? 

 :  :  

History :  

 

WALT: gather information from a range of 

sources. 

 

Children will research and discuss ways in which 

potions were used in the past. This will include 

the ways in which herbs were used in early 

medicine and are still used today. 

 WALT: present historical 

information clearly. 

 

Children to find out facts about 

anaesthetic including Robert Liston’s 

surgery before anaesthesia. They will 

present the information clearly as a 

poster or a presentation. 

:  :  

Art & Design :  WALT: Use a sketchbook for collecting ideas 

and developing a plan for a completed piece of 

artwork 

 

Using inspiration from the fantasy settings the 

children have been learning about in English, they 

will plan their own fantasy world which will be 

the setting for their story in English next week.  
 

WALT: Draws familiar 

objects with correct 

proportions 

 

 

Children will be shown step 

by step how to draw figures 

in proportion, using 

accurate sketching 

techniques.  

WALT: Describe some of the key 

ideas, techniques and working 

practices of artists (2 Lessons) 

 

Children create drawings in the 

animee style- learning and studying 

the techniques step by step and then 

applying to their own design of a 

fantasy character. This character will 

also be used in their story in English.  

 

WALT: Apply 

techniques he/she has 

learnt to strengthen 

structures and explore 

his/her own ideas 

 

Children create a 

fantasy story book to 

share with their year 1 

reading buddy. They 

will use the animee 

 



drawings, fantasy 

settings art and their 

story writing from 

English.  

Design 

Technology 
WALT: Consider how 

existing products and 

his/her own finished 

products might be 

improved and how well 

they meet the needs of 

the intended user 

 

Children will look at 

labels from house hold 

products and identify the 

symbols that have been 

used. 

 

They will identify the 

key symbols and design 

a label for the potion that 

they will produce in the 

potions competition - use 

Google Slides to create 

label (see computing 

lesson) 

 

: :  :   WALT: Apply techniques he/she has learnt to strengthen 

structures and explore his/her own ideas 

 

Design a potion. What Science will they use from previous 

lessons? 

 

Religious 

Education 

Immersion week. WALT: To describe different ways in which 

religious beliefs are expressed through stories. 

 

As a class chn to read the story of how the Qur’an 

was revealed to Muhammed. Discuss with chn 

who Muhammed is. 

Chn to work in groups to discuss how 

Muhammed may have felt after receiving the 

angel’s message. Are there any other religious 

stories that share powerful experiences (e.g. 

Moses and burning bush)  

 

 

WALT: Describe how lives 

of religious people are 

affected by their religion. 

Why is Muhammad 

important to Muslims?  

How do Muhammad’s 

words and actions affect the 

way that Muslims live their 

lives today?  

Read with the class the 

story ‘Mohammed grows 

up’ 

 

How do these stories 

suggest that Muhammed 

was going to be an 

important person? 

 

Mohammed interpreted the 

Qur’an and applied his 

interpretations/beliefs into 

his everyday life – which is 

what muslims do. 

 

Chn to think about 

what/who influences 

decisions that they make in 

their lives. 

 

WALT: Explain how Muslim lives 

are affected by their beliefs. 

 

What is the Qur’an? Why is the 

Qur’an so special to Muslims? 

 

Explain that as the Qur’an contains 

the words which Muhammad recited, 

it is believed by Muslims to be the 

word of Allah. The Qur’an is 

therefore regarded as the supreme 

source of authority and is treated with 

the greatest respect and reverence. 

Chn to research what Muslims do to 

show respect towards the Qur’an. 

Do the children have anything in their 

homes that they treat with respect? 

How do they show this? 

 

Explain how Muslims have 99 

beautiful names for god and they 

have prayer beads that have 99 beds 

on them. 

 

WALT: Describe how 

religious beliefs are 

expressed. 

 

Why is calligraphy 

important in Islam? 

 

Pictures of Islamic 

calligraphy will be 

presented all around 

the classroom. 

Calligraphy is a very 

special from of 

Muslim artwork 

because Muslims 

believe that it is 

unacceptable to 

reproduce images of 

people and animals.  

 

This is because God 

alone created life and 

to try to emulate this 

act of creation is 

blasphemous.  

 

Chn to try out some of 

their own calligraphy 

by decorating some 

words or phrases that 

are special to them. 

 

WALT: describe different ways in which religious beliefs are 

expressed through artefacts. 

 

Make a display/ show chn all the different artefacts that have 

been mentioned in this unit of work – e.g. the prayer bead. The 

wooden stand for the Qur’an the calligraphy. 

 

Chn to create a booklet explain the importance of all these 

artefacts to Muslim people. 

PE Netball Netball Netball Netball Netball Netball 



WALT get into good 

positions to pass and 

receive the ball 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in 

outdoor and adventurous 

activity challenges both 

individually and within a 

team 

WALT show increasing consistency and control 

during games 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in outdoor and adventurous 

activity challenges both individually and within a 

team 

WALT pass the ball in 

different ways 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in outdoor 

and adventurous activity 

challenges both 

individually and within a 

team 

WALT shoot and score with 

increased success 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in outdoor and 

adventurous activity challenges both 

individually and within a team 

WALT find and use 

space in game 

situations 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in 

outdoor and 

adventurous activity 

challenges both 

individually and 

within a team 

WALT use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball to 

shoot or score 

Muddy Adventures 

WALT take part in outdoor and adventurous activity 

challenges both individually and within a team  

PHSE Focus: Dreams ad 

Goals 

WALT: know how it 

feels to have hopes and 

dreams 
 

Focus: Dreams ad Goals 

WALT: understand that sometimes hopes and 

dreams do not come true and that this can hurt 

 

 

 

Focus: Dreams ad Goals 

WALT: know that reflecting 

on positive and happy 

experiences can help me to 

counteract disappointment 

 

 

Focus: Dreams ad Goals 

WALT: know how to make a new plan 

and set new goals even if I have been 

disappointed 

 

 

Focus: Dreams ad 

Goals 

WALT: know how to 

work out the steps to 

take to achieve a goal, 

and can do this 

successfully as part of a 

group 

 

 

Focus: Dreams ad Goals 

WALT: identify the contributions made by myself and others to 

the group’s achievement 

 

 

Other Details 

e.g. visits 

     Potions competition 

 

 


